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Wednesday, 3rd March 2021 

Newsletter No.11 

The signs of early Spring have arrived on our campus and the nights and mornings are stretching 

out nicely! Our youngest pupils are very much enjoying being back together- lots of learning 

and plenty of opportunities to socialise and play together throughout the day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P1 health letters were issued earlier this week. Please ensure these are returned via the 

schoolbags by Monday 15th March. 

Each Tuesday P4-P7 will join with the Parish for Mass at 9:30. You can find the link on your child’s 

Teams daily plan or by clicking https://www.facebook.com/ssjohnbandkentigern You do not need a 

Facebook account to access. Younger classes who are back learning in school will of course 

attend as appropriate. 
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Last session we revisited and subsequently redesigned our Anti Bullying Policy and Procedure 

(you can see this on our website) and Primary 6 (now Primary 7) created the pupil version above. 

We are very proud of our work in this area but we want to keep improving and challenging 

ourselves to grow as individuals and as a school. Therefore this session we formed a pupil led 

Equalities Group to consider how we could strengthen our antibullying policy and procedure to 

better understand and improve all equalities issues.   

The Equalities Group is supported by myself as part of my role as School Equalities Coordinator. 

Our School Renewal Plan (see website) sets out the actions we expect to achieve this session. 

They include better ways of tackling racist incidents, training for staff and a review of our 

curriculum. The Equalities Group will be offering an update in the next newsletter. 

If you are interested in getting more involved, a city-wide Staff Reference Group for Equalities has 

been formed and you would be very welcome to join.  Please contact 

Annemarie.Procter@ea.edin.sch.uk to find out more. 
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Please do not pass on messages or information to teachers or Pupil Support Assistants at 

the beginning and end of the school day in the playground. Although this seems like a sensible, 

quick way to share information, the teachers have a number of duties at these times and are 

responsible for the safety of pupils and the security of the school. There have been occasions 

where messages were not passed on/ overlooked and this has caused unnecessary upset. Please 

contact the school office by email (rather than using Twitter or MS365) and Miss Tweedale will be 

happy to help you and ensure your information is shared appropriately admin@foxcovert-

rc.edin.sch.uk 

From next week we will be back Learning Beyond the Classroom in the great outdoors! Please 

ensure your child has waterproofs and suitable footwear each day. You are welcome to leave a 

set in school. 

If your child requires medication in school, whether prescribed or non-prescribed, please contact 

the school office. Non prescribed hand cream may be stored in pupil bags; please remind your 

child that in school they may use only a pea sized amount and must never share cream. 

Please remember to email (admin@foxcovert-rc.edin.sch.uk) the school office if your child is going 

to be late/ absent. This information should be given to the school office rather than the class 

teacher, head teacher or a Pupil Support Assistant.  

 

If we need to call a family you will most likely see ‘number withheld’ coming up on your phone; 

apologies for this but it can’t be avoided. Thank you for not contacting teachers directly via twitter, 

MS Teams or their personal email account; this greatly reduces our workload. If you need further 

advice (learning, technical support, passwords, wellbeing etc.) please contact us via the school 

office so we can offer a prompt response and an excellent level of service. 

Everyone loves a birthday and we like to hear about how you and your family celebrate. 

Unfortunately, we are unable to accept any cakes or treats (whether homemade or shop bought) 

to give out to pupils. 

 

There is much evidence to suggest that drinking plenty water throughout the day helps you 

think! The children are welcome to bring in water (not juice) to school each day to drink in the 

classroom. Bottles must be taken home at the end of each day and must be clearly labelled. 

Please note that if an unlabelled bottle comes in, a staff member will take a sharpie to it so it can 

be identified! Please note that our COVID risk assessments make it difficult to refill water bottles; 

please ensure your child has enough water for the school day. If they run out of water we will of 

course ensure they can refill their bottles.  

 

All adults and children must access school grounds via our allocated gate just off Clermiston 
Road. Please remind older children of this if they walk to/from school independently. It has come 
to our attention that some adults and children are going through the garden of the house 
(previously the janitor’s house) beside the school as a short cut into school grounds.  As you will 
appreciate, this is causing the resident of the house significant distress.   
 
I would ask that if you do see pupils or adults going through this resident’s property that you 
report this to me immediately via the school office. I would also ask that you share and discuss 
the content of this email with any adult who drops off your child/ren on your behalf to ensure we 
can protect our neighbour from further distress. 
 



   
 

We hope very much to welcome our P4-P7 pupils back to school on Monday, 15th March. I will 

of course write to families regarding arrangements nearer the time. 

 

Thank you for not bringing in toys (including cards and books) or stationery from home. We have 

plenty of resources in school and this is supporting our infection control risk assessments. 

 

The start and end of the school day are busy times on the streets surrounding the campus. May I 

ask that you continue to park as far away as possible and walk in to drop/collect your child; thank 

you to those that park responsibly. Please do not park on grass verges around the school 

(particularly at the Falkland Gardens/ Clermiston Road grassy area) as this is damaging the local 

environment. Parking on the double yellow lines is of course prohibited and cars should not park 

on the dropped kerbs. Please ask yourself ‘Will a small child be able to see the traffic and 

cross safely if I park here?’ If you do happen to witness dangerous driving or parking, please 

contact Police Scotland on 101 or if urgent 999. I would also ask that you share this important 

information with adults who drop/collect children on your behalf so that everyone has a 

clear understanding of our community’s expectations. 

 

As you know we are updating our school travel plan and an emerging priority is about supporting 

families to travel by bike.  The small green scooter stand will shortly be relocated to the top gate 

(that our families currently use) which will make parking and locking bikes more accessible. We 

have also secured funding for a huge covered bike rack and air station to be installed beside the 

wildlife garden. This will be an amazing addition to our campus! Thank you for scooting and 

cycling (and walking) to school whenever possible.  

 

We all have a duty to protect children, whether we are professionals or private individuals. If you 

think a child is being or is at risk of being abused or neglected, speak to: 

o Social Care Direct by calling 0131 200 2324 

o the Police by calling 101 or in an emergency 999;  

o a member of staff at school;  

o any Health Professional.  

 

If you need to talk to us about any matter- big or small- please email the school admin account 

admin@foxcovert-rc.edin.sch.uk Please do not send emails directly to individual staff or message 

them via twitter or MS365. Thank you very much for supporting us in this small way; it ensures you 

get a prompt response and that we can offer an excellent level of service. 

 

 

Rebecca Favier 

Head Teacher  

 
 

ST ANDREW’S FOX COVERT RC PRIMARY: A COMMUNITY OF LOVE 


