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Joining St Andrew’s R.C. Primary School 

Welcome to St Andrew’s Primary School. We are delighted that you are 
considering joining our growing, vibrant school community; thank you for 
taking the time to visit us! 
 
We are here to help and answer any questions you may have but you can 
also access a wealth of information on our school website 
https://foxcovertrcprimary.wordpress.com/ and can follow our learning 
journeys on Twitter @standrewsFCRC 
 
Should you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to ask.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Mrs Rebecca Favier 
Head Teacher 
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Why St Andrew’s? 
 

We are committed to enabling every learner at St Andrew’s to gain the knowledge, 
skills and attributes needed for life in the 21st century. We enact this vision through 
our lived values nurture inspire flourish, by celebrating each achievement and through 
our mission to develop as a community of faith and love. 
 
Through learning both within and beyond the classroom we aim to develop: 

• successful learners 
• confident individuals 
• responsible citizens 
• effective contributors

 
 
 
 



   
 

Religious Education at St Andrew’s Primary School 
 

Catholic schools follow the customs and practices of the Church in order to nourish the spirituality 
and faith of pupils and staff.  Our Catholic tradition is enriched by ancient rites, prayers and devotions 
which help young people to become aware of, and show reverence to, the sacred presence of the 
living God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Guided by this tradition, we celebrate various seasons and 
special feast days to honour God, Mary his Mother and the Saints. 
 
Our pupils are invited to pray with their teachers at times in classrooms and assemblies, as well as 
in liturgical services.  All classrooms have a sacred space with a copy of the Bible. This space is 
decorated with signs and symbols that reflect the changing seasons of the Church Calendar Year 
i.e., Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter and Pentecost. Crucifixes are displayed throughout the school.  
 
This regular practice of Prayer is complemented by religious services conducted, sometimes as part 
of an Assembly, to mark special occasions including the distribution of Ashes on Ash Wednesday, 
the seasons of Advent or Lent.  To mark special Feast Days and Holy Days of Obligation, Holy Mass 
will be celebrated by the school chaplain, with the school community, in school buildings or in local 
parishes.  Pupils will participate in retreats and pilgrimages to places of special significance within 
the Catholic tradition. 
 
While Religious Education is governed by separate Church guidance, it is complemented by 
Religious Observance practices and, together, these experiences help pupils to develop their 
understanding of the Catholic faith, to experience opportunities for spiritual growth and to commit to 
beliefs, values and actions in a positive response to God’s invitation to faith. 
 
In terms of pupil participation in Religious Observance, Scottish Government guidance makes it 
clear that it makes an important contribution to pupils' development and that it promotes the ethos 
of a school by bringing pupils together and creating a sense of community.  However, it also makes 
clear that parents have the right to withdraw children from participation in religious observance and 
that this right should always be made known to parents and their wishes respected.  The Scottish 
Government also recognises that: 
 

Where a parent chooses a denominational school for their child's education, they choose to 
opt in to the school's ethos and practice which is imbued with religious faith and religious 
observance. In denominational schools, it is therefore more difficult to extricate a pupil from 
all experiences which are influenced by the school's faith character. 
 

As a Catholic school, St Andrew’s follows the customs and practices of the Church in order to 
nourish the spirituality and faith of pupils and staff. The main features of a Catholic primary school 
are as follows: 

• prayer in the classroom and at assemblies, as well as at liturgical services and regular hymn 
practice 

• use of the “This is Our Faith” programme in the teaching of Religious Education from P1-P7 

• use of ‘God’s Loving Plan’ programme in P1-P7 

• display of a Crucifix in each classroom and around the school 

• displays of signs and symbols that reflect the changing seasons of the Church year, namely 
Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter and Pentecost 

• regular celebration of Mass in the school and parishes to mark Feast Days, Holy Days of 
Obligation, as part of our programme of Sacramental preparation and for specific intentions 
as they occur throughout the year 
 

All of the above features make an important contribution to the children’s development and promote 
the ethos of the school by bringing pupils together and creating a sense of community. 

 



   
 

Getting it Right for All Our Learners 

 
GIRFEC is the national approach in Scotland to improving outcomes and supporting 
the wellbeing of our children and young people by offering the right help at the right 
time from the right people. It supports them and their parent(s) to work in partnership 
with the services that can help them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At St Andrew’s our family feel will ensure your child is 
loved; wherever and whatever they are learning they will 
have the opportunity to be inspired and inspire others, to 
grow through our nurturing approaches and flourish as 

they move through our school.  
 
 
 


