
 

 

 

The value of pet ‘therapy’ is widely accepted as a powerful aid to stimulation and 

communication. Studies have shown that the presence of companion animals can 

improve the well-being of children and lower the rate of anxiety, simply by making the 

environment happier, more enjoyable and less forbidding.  

To minimise the risk to children in school, animals (other than assistant animals for 

example dogs for the blind/deaf) are not allowed usually on school premises 

(playground or building). Registered Therapy Dogs may attend school provided there 

are adequate safe guards in place.  

It is accepted that interacting with animals is not appropriate for all children but that for 

some it has the potential to provide many positive benefits. If any parent or pupil object 

to Molly’s presence then arrangements must be made to ensure that this animal is kept 

away from them (if necessary, Molly may need exclusion from specific areas). Any 

parent/carer who does not wish their child to interact with Molly is invited to inform 

school of their wishes. This risk assessment will be reviewed annually and the school 

senior leadership team will evaluate the impact of the dog on a regular basis. 

Molly’s owner must ensure that Molly: 

• is not a nuisance and that she does not interfere with the school environment 

• is regularly groomed and checked for signs of infection or other illness (if ill Molly 

should be diagnosed and treated by a vet and will not be allowed on the school 

premises until her health is restored) 

• has received relevant inoculations 

• is wormed regularly every six months 

• claws are kept trimmed to reduce the risk of scratches 

• has been exercised and toileted before being allowed to work with children 

• is physically fit before visiting the school environment 

• remains with her owner at all times 

• is discouraged from jumping, scratching and licking  

• is of an acceptable hygienic standard (not wet, muddy etc.) 

Gill, Molly’s handler, is PVG checked to work with children and the Canine Concern 

Scotland Trust have certified Molly as a Therapet. Gill, Molly’s handler has been given 

a copy of St Andrew’s volunteer policy. 

The parent/carer of any pupils working directly with Molly have been informed and given 

consent.  

 

 



RISK CONTROL 

Dog getting over excited when interacting with 
children 
 

• child/adult knocked to the ground 

• child/adult tripping over lead/ harness 

• child/ adult licked or scratched  

• child/ adult bitten 

Molly will always be in the care of owner Gill and 
will never be allowed to freely roam the school 
premises 
 
Children are not left with the dog unsupervised.  
 
Molly trained not to jump up or mouth the 
children  
 
Pupils have been, and continue to be, taught the 
potential impact of their actions. Pupils will be 
taught what to do to prevent Molly from chasing 
them. (i.e. stand still, fold arms) 
 
Molly will undergo conditioning to the school/ 
Hub/ classroom environment 
 
Staff and pupils have been introduced to Molly 
and the expectations (dos and don’ts) of having 
a school therapy dog made clear 
 
Display board about Molly sighted in main 
corridor explaining how to work with and greet 
Molly 

Pupil/ staff member scared of dog The school has communicated with al parents to 
inform them of Molly’s work in the school and no 
parents have raised concerns; a communication 
will go out annually 

Dog gets loose/separated from Hub/ owner • Molly to wear harness 

• Staff know when Molly is in the building; use 
emergency card if they see her without an 
adult 

• Hub door remains closed 

Pupil/ staff allergic to dog • No staff or parents have alerted the school 
regarding allergies 

Dog becoming overwhelmed/ distressed • Gill will ask pupils to return to class and 
Molly will remain in Hub to settle (unless fire 
evacuation) or Molly may use the staffroom  

Hygiene: Staff/pupils coming into contact with 
germs 

• All pupils and staff must wash hands after 
contact with Molly 

Dog meeting pupils from Fox Covert Primary or 
Early Years 

• HT informed that SARCPS have a therapy 
pet 

 


